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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested. Claims 1-4, 6-20 and 22-30 
are currently pending and stand finally rejected by the Examiner. Applicants have amended 
claims 1, 6, and 23. No new matter has been added. The foregoing amendment and the 
following remarks place this application in condition for allowance or, in the alternative, in better 
form for appeal. Entry of this Amendment is therefore respectfully requested. 

§ 102 rejection 

Claims 1-3, 5-12, and 16-20, and 22-30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,037,145 to Wilkes ("Wilkes"). Applicant respectfully traverses 
this rejection. 

Applicant has amended the claims to clarify that the motor is driven in the same single 
direction to move the output member from a first position to a second position and from a second 
position to a first position. This change corresponds with the arguments set forth in the previous 
response and therefore does not raise any new issues requiring further consideration or search. 

As explained in the previous response, Wilkes requires its motor to be driven in different 
directions to obtain different output positions. In other words, Wilkes teaches driving the motor 
in two opposite directions, one to move the slider 424 to a locked/superlocked position and 
another to move the slider 424 to an unlocked position. For any given single motor driving 
direction, the slider 424 is not able to move from a first output position to a second output 
position and from a second output positions to a first output position; instead, Wilkes restricts the 
slider 424 to move in one direction for a first motor drive direction and in another direction for 
an opposite motor drive direction. 

The claimed invention, by contrast, drives the motor in a single direction to move an 
output member between a first and second output position and in the same single direction to 
move the output member from the second output position to the first output position. As noted in 
the previous response, Wilkes requires the motor to be driven in two directions, not one, to 
obtain different output positions. 

With respect to claim 23, Applicant has clarified that the invention has a plurality of teeth 
edges on either side of the shuttle. This clarifies the meaning of "array" in the original claims and 
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therefore does not introduce new issues requiring further consideration and/or search. As shown 
in Figures 4A through 4C, Wilkes at best shows only one tooth edge on either side of the shuttle 
and therefore does not show the claimed plurality of teeth edges. 

Because Wilkes drives the motor in two different directions and not a single direction to 
move an output member between different output positions in different directions, Wilkes fails to 
disclose or suggest claims 1-3, 6-12, 16-20 and 22-30. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully 
requested. 
§ 103 rejection 

Claim 4 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilkes in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 5,722,272 to Bridgeman et al. ("Bridgeman"). Applicant respectfully traverses 
this rejection. Claim 4 depends indirectly on patentable claim 1 and is therefore patentable for the 
reasons explained above. Adding Bridgeman to Wilkes still fails to teach the claimed invention 
because Bridgeman does not even discuss the drive direction of the motor powering the door 
latch. The Office Action therefore fails to establish a prima facie case of obviousness with 
respect to claim 4, and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that claims 13-15 contain allowable subject 
matter. As noted above, however, none of the cited references disclose a motor that moves an 
output member between different output positions in different directions while being driven in a 
single direction. Thus, the claims as they currently stand are allowable. 

All objections and rejections having been addressed, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is in condition for allowance, and a Notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. 
Applicant believes that no additional fees are necessary, however, the Commissioner is authorized 
to charge Deposit Account No. 50-1482 in the name of Carlson, Gaskey & Olds for any additional 
fees or credit the account for any overpayment. 




Dated: December 19, 2003 



Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 
400 W. Maple Road, Ste. 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(248) 988-8360 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby cSt32EIi«^E^his correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this 19* day of December, 2003. 




Beth A. Beard 
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